
Who is challenges the Tortoise to a race? The Hare. 
What does the do to get ready for the race? He jogs, goes to the gym, and eats healthy meals. 
Where does the Hare take a nap? By a pond. 
Why does the Tortoise win the race? He worked hard and never gave up trying. 
 

The Tortoise and the Hare – Monday 
 
First Read-Aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Tortoise – a reptile with a hard shell, who is known for moving slowly 
(ii) Hare – a rabbit, who is known for moving very quickly 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) The Hare always makes fun of the Tortoise, because the Tortoise is so slow at everything. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

i) Tease – make fun of 
ii) Nasty – mean 
iii) Gym – a place to exercise, lift weight, stretch 
iv) Jogging – running 
v) Gong - a piece of round metal that makes a loud sound when hit with a stick 
vi) Bolted – moved fast 
vii) Slowpoke – someone who moves slowly 
viii) Victory – winning a race against someone else 
ix) Perseverance – trying hard and not giving up 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Is the Hare nice to the Tortoise, or does he make fun of him and tease him? He teases the 
Tortoise a lot. 

(b) What does the Hare tease the Tortoise about? How slow he is. 
(c) How do you think the teasing makes the Tortoise feel? Sad. 
(d) How do you think the Tortoise feels after he wins the race? Happy that he worked so hard and 

never gave up trying. 
 

4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 
(a) What are some of the things that the Tortoise did to get ready for his race with the Hare? He 

exercised and ate healthy food. 
(b) What did the Hare do to get ready for the race? Nothing. 
(c) Do you think the Tortoise’s preparations helped him win? 
(d) Why does the Hare keep stopping during the race? He is overly confident that he will win, and 

thinks that no matter what, he will be faster than the Tortoise. 
(e) What does the Hare do when he stops during the race? He stops for lemonade, crackers and 

cheese, and a nap. 
(f) What does the Hare dream about while he naps? He dreams about winning the race. 
(g) Does he win? No! 

 



The Tortoise and the Hare – Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-Alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Tortoise – a reptile with a hard shell, who is known for moving slowly 
(ii) Hare – a rabbit, who is known for moving very quickly 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) The Hare always makes fun of the Tortoise, because the Tortoise is so slow at everything. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

i) Tease – make fun of 
ii) Nasty – mean 
iii) Gym – a place to exercise, lift weight, stretch 
iv) Jogging – running 
v) Gong - a piece of round metal that makes a loud sound when hit with a stick 
vi) Bolted – moved fast 
vii) Slowpoke – someone who moves slowly 
viii) Victory – winning a race against someone else 
ix) Perseverance – trying hard and not giving up 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Is the Hare nice to the Tortoise, or does he make fun of him and tease him? He teases the 
Tortoise a lot. 

(b) What does the Hare tease the Tortoise about? How slow he is. 
(c) How do you think the teasing makes the Tortoise feel? Sad. 
(d) How do you think the Tortoise feels after he wins the race? Happy that he worked so hard and 

never gave up trying. 
 

4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 
(a) What are some of the things that the Tortoise did to get ready for his race with the Hare? He 

exercised and ate healthy food. 
(b) What did the Hare do to get ready for the race? Nothing. 
(c) Do you think the Tortoise’s preparations helped him win? 
(d) Why does the Hare keep stopping during the race? He is overly confident that he will win, and 

thinks that no matter what, he will be faster than the Tortoise. 
(e) What does the Hare do when he stops during the race? He stops for lemonade, crackers and 

cheese, and a nap. 
(f) What does the Hare dream about while he naps? He dreams about winning the race. 
(g) Does he win? No! 

 
 
 



The Tortoise and the Hare – Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read Alouds 

1) Before reading - encourage children to recall characters, problem and solution. 
(a) Characters – 

(i) Who is this story about? Who is supposed to be the fastest? Who is the slowest?  
 

(b) Problem – 
(i) Why do the Tortoise and the Hare decide to race? The Tortoise’s friends think that he can 

be faster than the Hare, and they want to help him win the race. 
 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary by introducing 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & 
act out). 

(i) Tease – make fun of 
(ii) Nasty – mean 
(iii) Gym – a place to exercise, lift weight, stretch 
(iv) Jogging – running 
(v) Gong - a piece of round metal that makes a loud sound when hit with a stick 
(vi) Bolted – moved fast 
(vii) Slowpoke – someone who moves slowly 
(viii) Victory – winning a race against someone else 
(ix) Perseverance – trying hard and not giving up 

 
3) After reading - ask questions and comment on character’s thoughts, feelings, and actions. 

(a) Is the Hare nice to the Tortoise, or does he make fun of him and tease him? He teases the 
Tortoise a lot. 

(b) What does the Hare tease the Tortoise about? How slow he is. 
(c) How do you think the teasing makes the Tortoise feel? Sad. 
(d) How do you think the Tortoise feels after he wins the race? Happy that he worked so hard and 

never gave up trying. 
 

4) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 
events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   

(a) Is the Hare nice to the Tortoise? No, he makes fun of him for being slow. 
(b) What kinds of things is Tortoise slow at? He’s slow at eating, and working in the garden. 
(c) Who wants to help the Tortoise win the race? Frog, Raccoon, and Rooster. 
(d) Who helps Hare? No one helps Hare. 
(e) How do they know who wins the race? The first person to cross the finish line wins the race. 
(f) Who is faster at the beginning of the race? The Hare is faster. 
(g) How many times does the Hare pass the Tortoise during the race? Three times. 
(h) Why was the Hare so sleepy? All of the snacks he’s eaten made him sleepy. 
(i) Who won the race? The Tortoise. Did he win by a little or by a lot? Just by a little bit. The Hare 

almost caught up with him. 
(j) What lesson did the Tortoise learn? “Hard work and perseverance bring reward.” What does 

that mean? If you try hard at what you do, good things will happen to you. 
 
5) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever been in a race? With who? 
(b) Do you think that the Hare had many friends? 
(c) The Hare was sleepy after he’d had his snacks. Have you ever felt tired after eating a meal? 

 


