
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MATERIALS 
✓ Turkey 
✓ Farmer’s market 

signs 
✓ Grocery baskets 
✓ Pots, pans, 

cookware 
✓ Decorations 
✓ Tablecloths 
✓ Play food 
✓ Cups, plates, 

utensils 
✓ Scales 
✓ Reuseable bags 
✓ Cash register 
✓ Play money 
✓ Oven 

 

 

ACTIVITY 1 – GROCERY SHOP 
 

Discuss some of the types of food 
that you might need to make a 
Thanksgiving dinner. Make a 
grocery list and head to the 

grocery store to pick up all the 
food. 

- Cooks shop for groceries 
- Cashier takes money for 

the food bought at the 
store. 

- Cashier puts the food 
into grocery bags   

 

ACTIVITY 2 – GETTING READY 
FOR DINNER 

 
- Take all the food out of 

the grocery bags from the 
store. 

- Use the pots and pans to 
cook a full Thanksgiving 
dinner. 

- EXPANSION: “Oh no, it 
smells like the turkey is 
burning! What should we 
do?” 

- Dinner guests arrive and 
decorate the house and 
the dinner table with fall 
and Thanksgiving 
decorations 

- Set the table for dinner 

 

ACTIVITY 3 – 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 

 
- Cooks bring out 

Thanksgiving dinner for 
dinner guests 

- Everyone sits down at 
the dinner table to eat 
Thanksgiving dinner 
together 

- EXPANSION: “What is 
everyone thankful for?” 

- EXPANSION: “Does 
anyone know any good 
Thanksgiving desserts?” 

- Everyone helps to clean 
the dishes and clean up 
the house 

 

Intro: “Once upon a time there was a little girl whose favorite 
holiday was Thanksgiving. She always had a big Thanksgiving 
dinner at her house and loved getting ready for it. She went to the 
grocery store to pick up all of the food she needed. She paid for 
her food at the checkout with the cashier and brought all the food 
home to be cooked. While the food was cooking, she decorated the 
whole house with leaves and decorations to make it look nice for 
her guests that were coming over for dinner. Once the food was 
done and the house was all decorated her guests arrived. They all 
sat around the dinner table and talked about things that they 
were thankful for and ate a delicious meal together. 

Today we are going to have Thanksgiving dinner! First we 
will go to the grocery store and buy food. We will cook the food at 
home and prepare to have guests over for Thanksgiving dinner.” 

SETUP 

1. Designate an area for the grocery store and 
set up food items.  

2. Use table as the check-put at the grocery 
store with cash register. 

3. Once the children go grocery shopping, 
transform table to be used for dinner 

Dramatic Play PlaN 

Being Thankful: Thanksgiving 

ROLES: 
• Cooks 
• Cashier 
• Dinner Guests  


