
WHO puts out the fire? George. 
WHAT does George take a bath in?  Tomato juice. 
WHERE does George get the water he uses to put out the fires? From the water pump. 
WHEN does George finally get to roast marshmallows? When it is nighttime, and after dinner. 
WHY does the skunk spray George? The skunk is scared. 

Curious George Goes Camping – Monday  
 
First Read-aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) George – a curious monkey 
(ii) The man with the yellow hat – George’s friend 
(iii) The ranger  
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) George runs into the forest and gets sprayed by a scared skunk, so he smells bad. Then, 

he sees a fire in the forest.   
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Camp/Camping:  to sleep outside, usually in a tent 
(ii) Tent: a shelter held up by poles and made of cloth or plastic 
(iii) Campsite: the place where someone sets up their tent when they go camping 
(iv) Campfire: an outdoor fire used for cooking food or staying warm when camping 
(v) Wander off: to walk away 
(vi) Chattering: making sounds 
(vii)  Skunk: a black and white animal the size of a cat that puts out a terrible smell if it gets 

scared 
(viii) Creek: a small river 
(ix) Ranger: a person whose job it is to  take care of a park or forest 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes camping? Excited and curious. 
(b) How does the camper feel when George puts out his campfire?  He is mad, and chases George 

into the forest. 
(c) How does George feel when he gets lost in the forest? He is worried. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever slept in a tent before? Have you ever slept in a sleeping bag? Do you know what 
a sleeping bag is? 

(b) Why is it good to have a campfire when you go camping? So you can stay warm, and cook 
your food. 

(c) How is food usually cooked when you go camping? A lot of people cook their food over a fire 
when they go camping, because there are no stoves or ovens outside! 

(d) Do you think it would be scary or fun to camp out?  
(e) Why does George run into the forest? A camper is chasing him, because George put out the 

camper’s campfire. 
(f) What do you think you do when you go camping? You can set up your tent and make food and 

look at trees and animals and go on hikes. Do you know what a “hike” is? 



(g) What things do you need when you go camping? You’ll need a tent, sleeping bags, a flashlight, 
a backpack to hold your things in, food, water, and some way to start a fire. You’ll also 
probably want warm clothes. 

(h) Why did the skunk spray George? Do you think taking a bath in tomato juice would get ride of 
the skunk smell? The skunk sprayed George because he was scared of George. 

 



Curious George Goes Camping  –  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) George – a curious monkey 
(ii) The man with the yellow hat – George’s friend 
(iii) The ranger  
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) George runs into the forest and gets sprayed by a scared skunk, so he smells bad. Then, 

he sees a fire in the forest.   
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Camp/Camping:  to sleep outside, usually in a tent 
(ii) Tent: a shelter held up by poles and made of cloth or plastic 
(iii) Campsite: the place where someone sets up their tent when they go camping 
(iv) Campfire: an outdoor fire used for cooking food or staying warm when camping 
(v) Wander off: to walk away 
(vi) Chattering: making sounds 
(vii)  Skunk: a black and white animal the size of a cat that puts out a terrible smell if it gets 

scared 
(viii) Creek: a small river 
(ix) Ranger: a person whose job it is to  take care of a park or forest 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes camping? Excited and curious. 
(b) How does the camper feel when George puts out his campfire?  He is mad, and chases George 

into the forest. 
(c) How does George feel when he gets lost in the forest? He is worried. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever slept in a tent before? Have you ever slept in a sleeping bag? Do you know what 
a sleeping bag is? 

(b) Why is it good to have a campfire when you go camping? So you can stay warm, and cook 
your food. 

(c) How is food usually cooked when you go camping? A lot of people cook their food over a fire 
when they go camping, because there are no stoves or ovens outside! 

(d) Do you think it would be scary or fun to camp out?  
(e) Why does George run into the forest? A camper is chasing him, because George put out the 

camper’s campfire. 
(f) What do you think you do when you go camping? You can set up your tent and make food and 

look at trees and animals and go on hikes. Do you know what a “hike” is? 
(g) What things do you need when you go camping? You’ll need a tent, sleeping bags, a flashlight, 

a backpack to hold your things in, food, water, and some way to start a fire. You’ll also 
probably want warm clothes. 

(h) Why did the skunk spray George? Do you think taking a bath in tomato juice would get ride of 
the skunk smell? The skunk sprayed George because he was scared of George. 

 
 



 
 
Curious George Goes Camping –Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Do you remember who goes camping in this story? George and the man in the yellow hat. 
(ii) Whose job is it to take care of the forest? The ranger’s. 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) Why does George get sprayed by the skunk? The skunk is scared of him.  
(ii) How does George get rid of the skunk smell? He takes a bath in tomato juice. 
(iii) How does George put out the fire in the forest? With a bucket full of water that he fills in 

the creek.  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Camp/Camping:  to sleep outside, usually in a tent 
(ii) Tent: a shelter held up by poles and made of cloth or plastic 
(iii) Campsite: the place where someone sets up their tent when they go camping 
(iv) Campfire: an outdoor fire used for cooking food or staying warm when camping 
(v) Wander off: to walk away 
(vi) Chattering: making sounds 
(vii)  Skunk: a black and white animal the size of a cat that puts out a terrible smell if it gets 

scared 
(viii) Creek: a small river 
(ix) Ranger: a person whose job it is to  take care of a park or forest 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes camping? Excited and curious. 
(b) How does the camper feel when George puts out his campfire?  He is mad, and chases George 

into the forest. 
(c) How does George feel when he gets lost in the forest? He is worried. 

 
4) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 

events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   
(a) What are Curious George and the man with the yellow hat doing this weekend? They are 

going camping. 
(b) What do you do with a tent when you go camping? You sleep in it. It keeps you dry if it rains, 

and it keeps you out of the wind. 
(c) Was it easy for George to put up the tent? No, he had trouble with it. It fell on top of him.  
(d) Why does George get a bucketful of water? The man with the yellow hat says they’ll need it 

later when they roast marshmallows.  
(e) What does George do with his bucket of water? He pours it on another camper’s fire, and the 

camper chases George into the woods. 
(f) What animal sprays George with something smelly? A skunk does. 
(g) How does George try to get rid of the smell? He jumps into the creek to wash off.  
(h) What does George see when he’s high up in the tree? Smoke from a fire.  
(i) Were the ranger and the man with the yellow hat happy that George put out the fire? Yes, 

they said he put in out just in time. 
(j) How does George get rid of the skunk smell? He takes a bath in tomato juice.  



(k) What does George like to roast over the campfire? Marshmallows! 
 

6) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 
(a) Have you ever slept in a tent before? Have you ever slept in a sleeping bag? Do you know what 

a sleeping bag is? 
(b) Why is it good to have a campfire when you go camping? So you can stay warm, and cook 

your food. 
(c) How is food usually cooked when you go camping? A lot of people cook their food over a fire 

when they go camping, because there are no stoves or ovens outside! 
(d) Do you think it would be scary or fun to camp out?  
(e) Why does George run into the forest? A camper is chasing him, because George put out the 

camper’s campfire. 
(f) What do you think you do when you go camping? You can set up your tent and make food and 

look at trees and animals and go on hikes. Do you know what a “hike” is? 
(g) What things do you need when you go camping? You’ll need a tent, sleeping bags, a flashlight, 

a backpack to hold your things in, food, water, and some way to start a fire. You’ll also 
probably want warm clothes. 

(h) Why did the skunk spray George? Do you think taking a bath in tomato juice would get ride of 
the skunk smell? The skunk sprayed George because he was scared of George. 

 
 

 
 

 


