
Who is allergic to cats? Arnold’s grandma. 
What kind of animal sheds its skin? A python. 
Where does Arnold find the bear? On the train tracks, after it fell off the circus train. 
When does Arnold meet Ralph? After his mother tells him to go outside and play. 
Why does Arnold want a pet? Because he is very lonely. 
 

Can I Keep Him? – Monday 
 
First Read-Aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Arnold – a boy who wants a pet 
(ii) Arnold’s Mom 
(iii) Mr. and Mrs. Van Doon – Arnold’s neighbors, who don’t like a lot of noise 
(iv) Arnold’s Grandma 
(v) Ralph – the friend Arnold makes at the end of the story 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) Arnold wants a pet, but his mother has a reason that he can’t keep every single one he 

tries to bring home. 
(ii) Arnold is lonely, which is why he wants a pet. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

i) Allergic – when something always makes you feel sick, you are allergic to it 
ii) Fur – the hair that covers an animal’s body 
iii) Fawn – a baby deer 
iv) Buck – a grown-up deer 
v) Hoof – the hard part on a deer’s feet 
vi) Antlers – bones that grow out of a grown deer’s head  
vii) Circus – a traveling show with animals, like elephants, and people, like clowns, who are fun to watch 
viii) Disagreeable odor – “Disagreeable” is something that isn’t pleasant, that some people don’t like; an 

“odor” is a smell. A “disagreeable odor” is a bad smell 
ix) Cub – a baby tiger 
x) Appetites – how hungry you are. If you have a big appetite, you are very hungry. If you don’t have an 

appetite, you aren’t feeling hungry at all 
xi) Untidy – messy 
xii) Reptiles – a cold-blooded animal with dry scales (like a snake) or hard plates (like a tortoise) on its 

skin. Most reptiles lay eggs, and some live in water but use their noses to breathe air into their lungs  
xiii) Clog – to get stuck in something 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Why does Arnold want a pet?  He is lonely, and he wants something or someone to play with. 
(b) How do you think Arnold feels when his mother tells him he can’t get any of the pets he 

wants? Sad, because he is still feeling lonely. 
(c) How do you think Arnold feels when he meets Ralph?  He is happy, because he has a friend to 

play with and he won’t feel lonely anymore. 
 

4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 
(a) Why isn’t Arnold allowed to keep the dog? His mother says that dogs are too noisy, and that 

the neighbors wouldn’t like the barking. 
(b) Arnold’s grandma is allergic to cat fur. Do you know anyone who is allergic to anything?  



(c) What does Arnold’s mom think a deer would do to their furniture?  Tear is apart with its sharp 
antlers. 

(d) What does Arnold’s mom think the bear will make their house smell like? A circus train. Is that 
a good or a bad smell? 

(e) What do tigers eat? A lot of food, and sometimes even people! 
(f) How did Arnold get the python? He guessed how much it weighed at the carnival. 
(g) Who does Arnold find to play with? A new friend, a boy named Ralph. 

 
Can I Keep Him? – Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-Alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Arnold – a boy who wants a pet 
(ii) Arnold’s Mom 
(iii) Mr. and Mrs. Van Doon – Arnold’s neighbors, who don’t like a lot of noise 
(iv) Arnold’s Grandma 
(v) Ralph – the friend Arnold makes at the end of the story 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) Arnold wants a pet, but his mother has a reason that he can’t keep every single one he 

tries to bring home. 
(ii) Arnold is lonely, which is why he wants a pet. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

i) Allergic – when something always makes you feel sick, you are allergic to it 
ii) Fur – the hair that covers an animal’s body 
iii) Fawn – a baby deer 
iv) Buck – a grown-up deer 
v) Hoof – the hard part on a deer’s feet 
vi) Antlers – bones that grow out of a grown deer’s head  
vii) Circus – a traveling show with animals, like elephants, and people, like clowns, who are fun to watch 
viii) Disagreeable odor – “Disagreeable” is something that isn’t pleasant, that some people don’t like; an 

“odor” is a smell. A “disagreeable odor” is a bad smell 
ix) Cub – a baby tiger 
x) Appetites – how hungry you are. If you have a big appetite, you are very hungry. If you don’t have an 

appetite, you aren’t feeling hungry at all 
xi) Untidy – messy 
xii) Reptiles – a cold-blooded animal with dry scales (like a snake) or hard plates (like a tortoise) on its 

skin. Most reptiles lay eggs, and some live in water but use their noses to breathe air into their lungs  
xiii) Clog – to get stuck in something 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Why does Arnold want a pet?  He is lonely, and he wants something or someone to play with. 
(b) How do you think Arnold feels when his mother tells him he can’t get any of the pets he 

wants? Sad, because he is still feeling lonely. 
(c) How do you think Arnold feels when he meets Ralph?  He is happy, because he has a friend to 

play with and he won’t feel lonely anymore. 
 

4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 



(a) Why isn’t Arnold allowed to keep the dog? His mother says that dogs are too noisy, and that 
the neighbors wouldn’t like the barking. 

(b) Arnold’s grandma is allergic to cat fur. Do you know anyone who is allergic to anything?  
(c) What does Arnold’s mom think a deer would do to their furniture?  Tear is apart with its sharp 

antlers. 
(d) What does Arnold’s mom think the bear will make their house smell like? A circus train. Is that 

a good or a bad smell? 
(e) What do tigers eat? A lot of food, and sometimes even people! 
(f) How did Arnold get the python? He guessed how much it weighed at the carnival. 
(g) Who does Arnold find to play with? A new friend, a boy named Ralph. 

 
 
Can I Keep Him? – Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read Alouds 

1) Before reading - encourage children to recall characters, problem and solution. 
(a) Characters – 

(i) Do you remember who this story is about?  A boy named Arnold. What does Arnold want? 
A pet. 

(ii) Who keeps telling Arnold he can’t keep the pets he finds? His mother. 
(b) Problem – 

(i) Arnold really, really wants a pet. Why does he want one?  To keep him company, since he 
is lonely. 

(ii) Why can’t he keep the animals he finds?  His mother gives him lots of reasons: They are 
too noisy, to messy, they eat too much, his grandma is allergic to the, etc. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary by introducing 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & 
act out). 

(i) Allergic – when something always makes you feel sick, you are allergic to it 
(ii) Fur – the hair that covers an animal’s body 
(iii) Fawn – a baby deer 
(iv) Buck – a grown-up deer 
(v) Hoof – the hard part on a deer’s feet 
(vi) Antlers – bones that grow out of a grown deer’s head  
(vii) Circus – a traveling show with animals, like elephants, and people, like clowns, who are 

fun to watch 
(viii) Disagreeable odor – “Disagreeable” is something that isn’t pleasant, that some 

people don’t like; an “odor” is a smell. A “disagreeable odor” is a bad smell 
(ix) Cub – a baby tiger 
(x) Appetites – how hungry you are. If you have a big appetite, you are very hungry. If you 

don’t have an appetite, you aren’t feeling hungry at all 
(xi) Untidy – messy 
(xii) Reptiles – a cold-blooded animal with dry scales (like a snake) or hard plates (like a 

tortoise) on its skin. Most reptiles lay eggs, and some live in water but use their noses to 
breathe air into their lungs  

(xiii) Clog – to get stuck in something 
 
3) After reading - ask questions and comment on character’s thoughts, feelings, and actions. 

(a) Why does Arnold want a pet?  He is lonely, and he wants something or someone to play with. 
(b) How do you think Arnold feels when his mother tells him he can’t get any of the pets he 

wants? Sad, because he is still feeling lonely. 



(c) How do you think Arnold feels when he meets Ralph?  He is happy, because he has a friend to 
play with and he won’t feel lonely anymore. 

 
4) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 

events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   
(a) Who is this story about? A little boy named Arnold. 
(b) Who remembers what kinds of animals he wants to keep? 
(c) Why can’t he keep the dog? 
(d) What is Arnold’s mother afraid the deer will do to the furniture? 
(e) What does Arnold’s mother think the bear will smell like? 
(f) Why can’t Arnold keep the python? 
(g) What happens to a python’s skin?  
(h) Why can’t Arnold’s mom play with him? 
(i) Why kind on animals do Ralph and Arnold find to play with? Birds. 

 
5) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Do you think a dog would make a good pet? What about a kitten? A python, a tiger, a 
dinosaur? 

(b) Do you think Arnold could really get a dinosaur as a pet? 
(c) Do any of you have a pet at home? What kind? What it is its name? Do you play with it? 

 
 


