
WHO is in charge of the Science Museum? Dr. Lee. 
WHAT does George make a paper hat out of?  An old newspaper. 
WHERE does George put all of the things he finds to recycle? In his red wagon. 
WHEN does George help plant trees? At the end of the story. 
WHY do the people chase George? Because he took the newspapers (and other things) that they hadn’t read yet. 

Curious George Plants a Tree – Monday  
 
First Read-aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) George – a curious monkey 
(ii) The man with the yellow hat – George’s friend 
(iii) Dr. Lee – the museum director 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) George learns about recycling, but he gets carried away and recycles too many things, 

including his neighbors’ unread newspapers  and a stack of magazines that were for sale. 
The neighbors are angry and chase George. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

(i) Museum: a building where collections of objects that are important to history, art, or 
science are kept and shown to the public 

(ii) Exhibit: something that is shown to many people, often at a museum 
(iii) Environment: the natural world; everything that is around you and helps you live and 

grow; all people, animals, plants, air and water on the planet make up the environment 
(iv) Pollution: poisons and trash that can be bad for the environment 
(v) Recycle: to put things through a process so that they can be used again 
(vi) Volunteers: a person who offers to work without being paid for it. 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes to the museum?  Excited and curious. The 
museum is one of George’s favorite places. 

(b) How do George’s neighbors feel when they find out he has taken their newspapers to be 
recycled?  They’re mad! 

(c) How does Dr. Lee feel when all of the people help out in the park? She is happy to have so 
many volunteers. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever been to a museum before? What did you see there?  
(b) Do you recycle at your house? What kinds of things do you know can be recycled? [Brainstorm 

a list of recyclable items.] 
(c) What was the special exhibit at the museum about ? “How you can take care of our planet.” 
(d) Do you think George should have recycled his books? 
(e) What do the people at the park do? They plant trees, which is good for the environment. 

 
Lastly, go over the “Living Green” list at the end of the book and talk about all of the suggestions about how to 
conserve energy and resources. 

 



Curious George Plants a Tree  –  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) George – a curious monkey 
(ii) The man with the yellow hat – George’s friend 
(iii) Dr. Lee – the museum director 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) George learns about recycling, but he gets carried away and recycles too many things, 

including his neighbors’ unread newspapers  and a stack of magazines that were for sale. 
The neighbors are angry and chase George. 

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

(i) Museum: a building where collections of objects that are important to history, art, or 
science are kept and shown to the public 

(ii) Exhibit: something that is shown to many people, often at a museum 
(iii) Environment: the natural world; everything that is around you and helps you live and 

grow; all people, animals, plants, air and water on the planet make up the environment 
(iv) Pollution: poisons and trash that can be bad for the environment 
(v) Recycle: to put things through a process so that they can be used again 
(vi) Volunteers: a person who offers to work without being paid for it. 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes to the museum?  Excited and curious. The 
museum is one of George’s favorite places. 

(b) How do George’s neighbors feel when they find out he has taken their newspapers to be 
recycled?  They’re mad! 

(c) How does Dr. Lee feel when all of the people help out in the park? She is happy to have so 
many volunteers. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever been to a museum before? What did you see there?  
(b) Do you recycle at your house? What kinds of things do you know can be recycled? [Brainstorm 

a list of recyclable items.] 
(c) What was the special exhibit at the museum about ? “How you can take care of our planet.” 
(d) Do you think George should have recycled his books? 
(e) What do the people at the park do? They plant trees, which is good for the environment. 

 
Lastly, go over the “Living Green” list at the end of the book and talk about all of the suggestions about how to 
conserve energy and resources. 

 
 

 



 
Curious George Plants a Tree –Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Do you remember who this story is about? George and the man in the yellow hat. 
(ii) Who is in charge of the Science Museum? Dr. Lee. 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) Why does George take his neighbors’ newspapers? He has just learned about recycling, 

and he wants to help out. He knows that paper is recyclable.   
(ii) Why do the neighbors get mad at George for trying to help? They haven’t read their 

newspapers yet!  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Museum: a building where collections of objects that are important to history, art, or 

science are kept and shown to the public 
(ii) Exhibit: something that is shown to many people, often at a museum 
(iii) Environment: the natural world; everything that is around you and helps you live and 

grow; all people, animals, plants, air and water on the planet make up the environment 
(iv) Pollution: poisons and trash that can be bad for the environment 
(v) Recycle: to put things through a process so that they can be used again 
(vi) Volunteers: a person who offers to work without being paid for it. 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) How do you think George feels when he goes to the museum?  Excited and curious. The 
museum is one of George’s favorite places. 

(b) How do George’s neighbors feel when they find out he has taken their newspapers to be 
recycled?  They’re mad! 

(c) How does Dr. Lee feel when all of the people help out in the park? She is happy to have so 
many volunteers. 

 
4) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 

events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   
(a) Where do Curious George and the man with the yellow hat go?  They go to the Science 

Museum. 
(b) What exhibits does George see?  The rocket room, the mirror maze, the butterfly space and 

the recycling exhibit. 
(c) What does George learn about recycling? How all people, animals, plants, air and water on 

the planet make up the environment, how trees help keep the air clean, and how people can 
help protect the environment by recycling. 

(d) Does George get into any mischief at the museum? No, none at all! 
(e) Where does Dr. Lee invite George to go? To a Green Day (recycling) rally a the park. 
(f) Did George want to go to the rally? Yes, he was very excited. 
(g) What does George collect to recycle? Newspapers, old mail, cardboard boxes and food 

cartons. He also tries to recycle his books but the man in the yellow hat stops him from doing 
that. 

(h) What does George take from his neighbors to recycle? Their newspapers, paper cups from a 
lemonade stand, magazines that were for sale, and moving boxes from a moving truck. 



(i) Why do all the neighbors follow George to the park? They are angry and want all of their 
things back! 

(j) Were the neighbors angry at the end of the story? No, they understood that George was just 
trying to help when he took their things. The neighbors stay to help plant trees at the park.  

 
6) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) Have you ever been to a museum before? What did you see there?  
(b) Do you recycle at your house? What kinds of things do you know can be recycled? [Brainstorm 

a list of recyclable items.] 
(c) What was the special exhibit at the museum about ? “How you can take care of our planet.” 
(d) Do you think George should have recycled his books? 
(e) What do the people at the park do? They plant trees, which is good for the environment. 

 
 

Lastly, go over the “Living Green” list at the end of the book and talk about all of the suggestions about how to 
conserve energy and resources. 
 


