
WHO are the scientists? The children (Hannah, Emily, Charlie). 
WHAT does a scientist use to learn about the world? The senses. 
WHERE do the scientists do experiments? In the classroom, at school. 
WHEN can we do science experiments? Anytime we want! 
WHY do the children do science experiments? To learn and have fun. 

What is a Scientist? – Monday  
 
First Read-aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the experiments. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Child scientists 

(Hannah, Cami, Tiara, Nate, Tim, Amelia, etc) 
 

(b) Experiments –  
(i) Hannah (page 2) and Nate (page 5) learn about vegetables. Hannah wonders if all 

peapods have the same number of peas inside. Nate sees that a cucumber has two kinds 
of seeds.  

(ii) Cami and Tiara play with goo. Sometimes it feels solid, like playdough, and sometimes it 
feels liquid, like water.  

(iii) Amelia and Corey use a scale to measure how much things weigh. When something is 
heavy, it pushes the scale down.  

(iv) Jessie plants seeds and predicts which one will grow.  Jessie thinks that the seeds on top 
will grow.  

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

(a) Scientist – A person who learns by doing experiments and observing. 
(b) Question – Something we don’t know the answer to. Questions are what scientists try to 

answer. 
(c) Senses – Sight, touch, smell, taste and hearing. The senses are what we use to learn about the 

world around us.  
(d) Observe – To look closely at something. To study or examine. We can learn by observing the 

things around us.  
(e) Discover – To find something new. The children in the book discover new things about 

vegetable seeds, how much things weigh and how many drops of water can fit on a penny. 
(f) Predict – To guess what will happen.  
(g) Measure –  To count how much or how many. The children measure lengths, weights, and 

amounts. 
 

3) Comment on character’s activities and senses. 
(a) Cami and Tiara use their sense of touch to learn about the goo. How do you think the goo 

feels? 
(b) Nate uses his sense of sight to learn about the seeds inside vegetables. Can you think of fruits 

or vegetables that have seeds? 
(c) Zoe and her friends organize shoes by size. Who has the biggest shoes (or hands) at our table? 

The smallest? 
(d) Jessie plants seeds in dirt. What do seeds need to grow into plants? 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) I wonder what experiments we can do in our classroom?  
(b) Have you ever planted a seed in dirt like Jessie? What happened to the seed? 
(c) What can we measure or weigh? What do you think will be bigger? Heavier? 



What is a Scientist?  –  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the experiments. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Child scientists 

(Hannah, Cami, Tiara, Nate, Tim, Amelia, etc) 
 

(b) Experiments –  
(i) Hannah (page 2) and Nate (page 5) learn about vegetables. Hannah wonders if all 

peapods have the same number of peas inside. Nate sees that a cucumber has two kinds 
of seeds.  

(ii) Cami and Tiara play with goo. Sometimes it feels solid, like playdough, and sometimes it 
feels liquid, like water.  

(iii) Amelia and Corey use a scale to measure how much things weigh. When something is 
heavy, it pushes the scale down.  

(iv) Jessie plants seeds and predicts which one will grow.  Jessie thinks that the seeds on top 
will grow.  

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

(a) Scientist – A person who learns by doing experiments and observing. 
(b) Question – Something we don’t know the answer to. Questions are what scientists try to 

answer. 
(c) Senses – Sight, touch, smell, taste and hearing. The senses are what we use to learn about the 

world around us.  
(d) Observe – To look closely at something. To study or examine. We can learn by observing the 

things around us.  
(e) Discover – To find something new. The children in the book discover new things about 

vegetable seeds, how much things weigh and how many drops of water can fit on a penny. 
(f) Predict – To guess what will happen.  
(g) Measure –  To count how much or how many. The children measure lengths, weights, and 

amounts. 
 

3) Comment on character’s activities and senses. 
(a) Cami and Tiara use their sense of touch to learn about the goo. How do you think the goo 

feels? 
(b) Nate uses his sense of sight to learn about the seeds inside vegetables. Can you think of fruits 

or vegetables that have seeds? 
(c) Zoe and her friends organize shoes by size. Who has the biggest shoes (or hands) at our table? 

The smallest? 
(d) Jessie plants seeds in dirt. What do seeds need to grow into plants? 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) I wonder what experiments we can do in our classroom?  
(b) Have you ever planted a seed in dirt like Jessie? What happened to the seed? 
(c) What can we measure or weigh? What do you think will be bigger? Heavier? 



What is a Scientist?  – Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the experiments. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Child scientists 

(Hannah, Cami, Tiara, Nate, Tim, Amelia, etc) 
 

(b) Experiments –  
(i) What do Hannah and Nate learn about? Hannah and Nate learn about vegetables. 

Hannah learns about peas and Nate learns about cucumber seeds.   
(ii) How do Cami and Tiara learn about the goo? They use their sense of touch. They squeeze 

the goo and let it drip out of their hands.  
(iii) How do Amelia and Corey use the scale? What does the scale tell them about? Amelia and 

Corey put weights on both sides of the scale. The scale tells them which object is heavier.  
(iv) What do Zoe and her friends do? They compare their shoes to see who has the longest 

shoe.  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(a) Scientist – A person who learns by doing experiments and observing. 
(b) Question – Something we don’t know the answer to. Questions are what scientists try to 

answer. 
(c) Senses – Sight, touch, smell, taste and hearing. The senses are what we use to learn about the 

world around us.  
(d) Observe – To look closely at something. To study or examine. We can learn by observing the 

things around us.  
(e) Discover – To find something new. The children in the book discover new things about 

vegetable seeds, how much things weigh and how many drops of water can fit on a penny. 
(f) Predict – To guess what will happen.  
(g) Measure –  To count how much or how many. The children measure lengths, weights, and 

amounts. 
 
 

3) Comment on main character’s activities and senses. 
(a) Cami and Tiara use their sense of touch to learn about the goo. How do you think the goo 

feels? 
(b) Nate uses his sense of sight to learn about the seeds inside vegetables. Can you think of fruits 

or vegetables that have seeds? 
(c) Zoe and her friends organize shoes by size. Who has the biggest shoes (or hands) at our table? 

The smallest? 
(d) Jessie plants seeds in dirt. What do seeds need to grow into plants? 
 

4) Guide children to talk about the experiments. Ask which experiments are their favorites. Ask questions 
about what materials are needed and what senses they can use to be scientists. 

(a) What is Hannah wondering about? She’s wondering about peas.  
(b) What do Cami and Tiara do with the goo? They squeeze it and let it drip. 
(c) Where does Jessie put the seeds? In the cups with dirt. 
(d) Why is one side of the scale higher than the other? Because one side is heavier than the other. 
(e) How do Charlie and Stewart make a tall tower? They try over and over and don’t give up. 
(f) What do Jeff and Theresa use for their experiment? They use water, a tube, and a bucket. 
(g) What senses do the children use? They use sight, touch, smell, taste and hearing. 



(h) Are the children having fun or are they bored? They are having fun.  
 

 
5) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) I wonder what experiments we can do in our classroom?  
(b) Have you ever planted a seed in dirt like Jessie? What happened to the seed? 
(c) What can we measure or weigh? What do you think will be bigger? Heavier? 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 


