
WHO is this story about?  A little girl and her dog Biscuit. 
WHAT does the little girl teach Biscuit?  She teaches Biscuit about Thanksgiving. 
WHAT does Biscuit do?  Helps the little girl get ready for Thanksgiving! 
WHERE do they make food for Thanksgiving?  In the kitchen 
WHEN do we celebrate Thanksgiving?  In November 
WHY do the little girl’s grandparents come over? To celebrate Thanksgiving 

Happy Thanksgiving, Biscuit! – Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Biscuit (the dog), the little girl (his owner), Daisy (the cat), Grandma, Grandpa 
 

(b) Problem –  
(ii) The little girl teaches Biscuit about Thanksgiving, as they get ready to celebrate. Biscuit 

tries to help the little girl decorate, cook, and set the table, but he ends up making 
messes.   

 
2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 

(a) Thanksgiving: a holiday where people eat turkey and give thanks for all their family/friends 
(b) Neighbors: people that live close to your house 
(c) Goodies: gifts/presents 
(d) Decorate: to make your house pretty by adding things to the walls or blowing up balloons. (Point 

out any decorations in the classroom) 
(e) Pine cone: hard brown cones that fall off pine trees. 
(f) Pumpkin pie: a desert (pie) made with pumpkin 
(g) Flour: a white soft powder you use for cooking breads, pies, etc. 
(h) Set the table: To put a tablecloth, plates, napkins, forks, spoons, knives on the table so you can 

eat 
(i) Tablecloth: a piece of fabric you put over the table 
(j) Sharing: to give a friend something you have, so they can have some too 
(k) To be thankful: feeling or showing thanks 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Was Biscuit trying to make messes or trying to help? 
(b) Did the little girl like teaching Biscuit about Thanksgiving? 
(c) How does the girl feel when her grandparents come over? 
(d) Who do you think the little girl is thankful for? 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) What is your favorite food at Thanksgiving? (Give choices and provide a model) 
(b) Have you helped make food for Thanksgiving? OR What kind of food have you made at home? 
(c) Was Biscuit trying to make a mess? What was Biscuit trying to do? 
(d) Why was Biscuit was trying to help the little girl? 
(e) Her grandpa’s favorite desert is pumpkin pie, what is your favorite desert? (Give options and 

model as needed “My favorite desert is____.”) 
(f) The little girl was decorating her door with pinecones. Have you ever decorated your house? Did 

you decorate with balloons or streamers or lights? (point out any decorations in the classroom) 
(g) What are some things/people you are thankful for? (Model, “I am thankful for___”) 

 
 
 



WHO is this story about?  A little girl and her dog Biscuit. 
WHAT does the little girl teach Biscuit?  She teaches Biscuit about Thanksgiving. 
WHAT does Biscuit do?  Helps the little girl get ready for Thanksgiving! 
WHERE do they make food for Thanksgiving?  In the kitchen 
WHEN do we celebrate Thanksgiving?  In November 
WHY do the little girl’s grandparents come over? To celebrate Thanksgiving 

Happy Thanksgiving, Biscuit! –Thursday and Friday 
 

2) Before reading - encourage children to recall characters, problem and solution. 
(a) Characters – 

(i) Do you remember who the story is about?  What are they getting ready for? Who is 
coming over? It’s about a little girl and her dog, Biscuit, who getting ready for 
Thanksgiving. 

 
(b) Problem – 

(i) What do they do to get ready for Thanksgiving?(decorate, cook, set the table) What do 
they cook for Grandpa? (Pumpkin pie) What happens when Biscuit tries to help? (he 
makes a mess) 

 
3) While reading - expand vocabulary by introducing 8-10 words to highlight and define (show example 
recipes and tools & act out). 

(a) Thanksgiving: a holiday where people eat turkey and give thanks for all their family/friends 
(b) Neighbors: people that live close to your house 
(c) Goodies: gifts/presents 
(d) Decorate: to make your house pretty by adding things to the walls or blowing up balloons. (point 

out any decorations in the classroom) 
(e) Pine cone: hard brown cones that fall off pine trees 
(f) Pumpkin pie: a desert (pie) made with pumpkin 
(g) Flour: a white soft powder you use for cooking breads, pies, etc. 
(h) Set the table: To put a tablecloth, plates, napkins, forks, spoons, knives on the table so you can 

eat 
(i) Tablecloth: a piece of fabric you put over the table 
(j) Sharing: to give a friend something you have, so they can have some too 
(k) To be thankful: feeling or showing thanks 

 
4) After reading - ask questions and comment on character’s thoughts, feelings, and actions. 

(a) Was Biscuit trying to make messes or trying to help? 
(b) Did the little girl like teaching Biscuit about Thanksgiving? 
(c) How does the girl feel when her grandparents come over? 
(d) Who do you think the little girl is thankful for? 

 
5) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 

events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   
(a) Where are they bringing the basket of goodies? What gift did Biscuit give to the neighbors? 
(b) What is the girl doing to the house?  
(c) What is the little girl cooking? Who is she making a pumpkin pie for? Is Biscuit helping or making a 

mess? What did Biscuit spill all over the ground? 
(d) Before they can eat, what do they have to put on the table? How does Biscuit help set the table? 
(e) Who is at the door?  
(f) How do the little girl and Biscuit feel at the end of the story? 

 



6) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 
(a) What is your favorite food at Thanksgiving? (Give choices and provide a model) 
(b) Have you helped make food for Thanksgiving? OR What kind of food have you made at home? 
(c) Was Biscuit trying to make a mess? What was Biscuit trying to do? 
(d) Why do you think Biscuit was trying to help? 
(e) Her grandpa’s favorite desert is pumpkin pie, what is your favorite desert? (Give options and 

model as needed “My favorite desert is____.”) 
(f) The little girl was decorating her door with pinecones. Have you ever decorated your house? Did 

you decorate with balloons or streamers or lights? (point out any decorations in the classroom) 
(g) What are some things/people you are thankful for? (Model, “I am thankful for___”) 

 
 

 
 


