
WHO studies the weather? Meteorologists study the weather. 
WHAT do you use to measure how warm or cold it is outside?  A thermometer. 
WHERE should you NOT stand if there is lightning? Under a tall tree. 
WHEN is a pinecone closed up? When it’s wet outside. 
WHY do you feel sticky when the weather is humid? You feel sticky because the air if full of water. 

Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today? – Monday  
 
First Read-aloud 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Cat in the Hat: a cat who likes to speak in rhyme 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) No matter how much you study the weather, you can never be completely sure  what it 

will be like outside.  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Weather: what is happening outside; is it cold out, or hot, is it raining or snowing? Is it 

windy? 
(ii) Meteorologists: scientists who study the Earth’s weather 
(iii) Forecast: to figure out what the weather will be like later 
(iv) Weather balloons: balloons that are sent up into the sky and help meteorologists figure 

out what the weather will be like later 
(v) Temperature: how hot or cold is it outside (or inside). 
(vi) Thermometer: an instrument for measuring temperature 
(vii) Drizzle: another word for rain 
(viii) Precipitation: rain, snow, sleet and hail – anything that falls from the sky that is 

wet 
(ix) Hail: pieces of ice that fall like rain from a cloud 
(x) Desert: a dry, hot, sandy place  
(xi) Tornado: a storm with very strong winds that destroys everything in its path 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Do you think the Cat in the Hat likes learning about the weather?  Yes! He seems very excited 
to get out and learn. 

(b) How does the Cat feel when he’s in the desert? In the jungle? He looks like he feels very hot in 
both places. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) What is the weather like today? What do you  think it will be like tomorrow? Can you know for 
sure? 

(b) Would you rather live somewhere very, very hot, or very, very cold? 
(c) When do frogs croak the most? When it’s going to rain. 
(d) Have you ever seen lightning before? Have you ever heard thunder? How did it make you feel? 
(e) What does lightning strike? Whatever is tallest. 
(f) What should you do if you see lightning? Stay in the car if you’re already in one, and away 

from tall trees. If you’re somewhere very flat and empty, crouch down low. 
(g) How do people tell different hurricanes apart? Each hurricane gets its own name. What would 

you name a hurricane? 
 



 
Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today? –  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 
Second and Third Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Cat in the Hat: a cat who likes to speak in rhyme 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) No matter how much you study the weather, you can never be completely sure  what it 

will be like outside.  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Weather: what is happening outside; is it cold out, or hot, is it raining or snowing? Is it 

windy? 
(ii) Meteorologists: scientists who study the Earth’s weather 
(iii) Forecast: to figure out what the weather will be like later 
(iv) Weather balloons: balloons that are sent up into the sky and help meteorologists figure 

out what the weather will be like later 
(v) Temperature: how hot or cold is it outside (or inside). 
(vi) Thermometer: an instrument for measuring temperature 
(vii) Drizzle: another word for rain 
(viii) Precipitation: rain, snow, sleet and hail – anything that falls from the sky that is 

wet 
(ix) Hail: pieces of ice that fall like rain from a cloud 
(x) Desert: a dry, hot, sandy place  
(xi) Tornado: a storm with very strong winds that destroys everything in its path 
 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Do you think the Cat in the Hat likes learning about the weather?  Yes! He seems very excited 
to get out and learn. 

(b) How does the Cat feel when he’s in the desert? In the jungle? He looks like he feels very hot in 
both places. 

 
4) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 

(a) What is the weather like today? What do you  think it will be like tomorrow? Can you know for 
sure? 

(b) Would you rather live somewhere very, very hot, or very, very cold? 
(c) When do frogs croak the most? When it’s going to rain. 
(d) Have you ever seen lightning before? Have you ever heard thunder? How did it make you feel? 
(e) What does lightning strike? Whatever is tallest. 
(f) What should you do if you see lightning? Stay in the car if you’re already in one, and away 

from tall trees. If you’re somewhere very flat and empty, crouch down low. 
(g) How do people tell different hurricanes apart? Each hurricane gets its own name. What would 

you name a hurricane? 
 

 



 
Oh Say Can You Say What’s the Weather Today? –Thursday and Friday 
 
Fourth and Fifth Read-alouds 
1) Before reading - introduce characters and the problem. 

(a) Characters –  
(i) Who is this story about? The Cat in the Hat. 
 

(b) Problem –  
(i) No matter how much you study the weather, you can never be completely sure  what it 

will be like outside.  
 

2) While reading - expand vocabulary: introduce 8-10 words to highlight and define (show pictures & act out). 
(i) Weather: what is happening outside; is it cold out, or hot, is it raining or snowing? Is it 

windy? 
(ii) Meteorologists: scientists who study the Earth’s weather 
(iii) Forecast: to figure out what the weather will be like later 
(iv) Weather balloons: balloons that are sent up into the sky and help meteorologists figure 

out what the weather will be like later 
(v) Temperature: how hot or cold is it outside (or inside). 
(vi) Thermometer: an instrument for measuring temperature 
(vii) Drizzle: another word for rain 
(viii) Precipitation: rain, snow, sleet and hail – anything that falls from the sky that is 

wet 
(ix) Hail: pieces of ice that fall like rain from a cloud 
(x) Desert: a dry, hot, sandy place  
(xi) Tornado: a storm with very strong winds that destroys everything in its path 

 
3) Comment on main character’s thoughts and feelings. 

(a) Do you think the Cat in the Hat likes learning about the weather?  Yes! He seems very excited 
to get out and learn. 

(b) How does the Cat feel when he’s in the desert? In the jungle? He looks like he feels very hot in 
both places. 

 
4) Guide children to retell the story. Read pages between retellings. Ask questions that help children recall 

events of the story and explain what characters are thinking and feeling.   
(a) What is this book about? It’s all about the weather. 
(b) Why is it important to study the weather? Watching the weather helps everyone know what 

to wear, where to live, and what food they can grow. 
(c) What do meteorologists use to help them tell what the weather will be like? They use weather 

balloons. 
(d) How can a pinecone help you tell what the weather is like? Pinecones are open when it’s dry 

out and closed when it’s wet. 
(e) How may different kinds of clouds are there? Three different kinds. 
(f) Where were umbrellas invented? In China. Do you have an umbrella at home?  
(g) What happens to rain when it’s freezing cold? The rain turns to snow. 
(h) Where in the world is it the coldest? In Antarctica.  
(i) What comes first, lightning or thunder? Lightning comes before thunder. 
(j) Does the weather stay the same, or is it always changing? It’s always changing. 
 

6) After reading - invite explanations, wonder aloud, and ask follow-up questions. 



(a) What is the weather like today? What do you  think it will be like tomorrow? Can you know for 
sure? 

(b) Would you rather live somewhere very, very hot, or very, very cold? 
(c) When do frogs croak the most? When it’s going to rain. 
(d) Have you ever seen lightning before? Have you ever heard thunder? How did it make you feel? 
(e) What does lightning strike? Whatever is tallest. 
(f) What should you do if you see lightning? Stay in the car if you’re already in one, and away 

from tall trees. If you’re somewhere very flat and empty, crouch down low. 
(g) How do people tell different hurricanes apart? Each hurricane gets its own name. What would 

you name a hurricane? 
 


